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FINAL  SECTION  4(f)  STATEMENT 

Project  F  100  (9),  Columbia  Falls  -  East  and  West,  will  involve  the 
construction  of  a  4.7+  mile  section  of  Montana  Highway  No.  40  in  Flathead 
County.  The  project  will  consist  of  total  reconstruction  of  the  present 
two-lane  highway  to  provide  a  new  four-lane  facility.  Please  refer  to 
Exhibit  No.  1  which  shows  the  general  location  of  the  project,  and  Exhibit 
No.  2  which  shows  the  alignment  of  the  project. 

Approximately  0.9  mile  of  the  project  will  be  located  within  the  city 
limits  of  Columbia  Falls  and  in  this  area  the  new  roadway  width  will  be  64 
feet  with  eight-foot  sidewalks  on  each  side.  Four  11-foot  driving  lanes, 
nine-foot  shoulders,  and  a  two-foot  painted  median  will  be  provided.  Near 
the  east  edge  of  town  adjacent  to  the  present  highway  is  located  Pinewood 
Park,  a  recreational -type  park  owned  and  maintained  by  the  city  of  Columbia 
Falls.  Construction  of  the  subject  project  will  involve  a  portion  of  this 
park  as  discussed  and  described  on  the  following  pages. 
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PINEWOOD  PARK 
1)   DESCRIPTION 

Pinewood  Park  is  one  of  two  improved  public  parks  in  Columbia  Falls. 
It  currently  borders  existing  Montana  Highway  No.  40  and  will  therefore 
be  adjacent  to  the  subject  project  in  the  vicinity  of  Station  364+77  to 
Station  366+02. 

The  park  was  originally  purchased  by  the  city  of  Columbia  Falls  from 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Butte  on  August  19,  1921.  This  original  pur- 
chase consisted  of  all  of  blocks  67,  68,  69,  and  70,  except  lots  1  and  2 
of  block  68.  The  property  has  a  clear  title  and  no  reversionary  clauses 
or  deed  restrictions  exist  other  than  reservation  of  minerals  and  right 
to  extract  same.  Please  refer  to  Exhibit  No.  3  for  a  sketch  of  the  area.      | 

At  the  end  of  World  War  II,  returning  veterans  could  not  find  adequate 
housing  in  the  area,  so  an  emergency  housing  development  was  built  on 
blocks  67  and  70.   In  1957  this  housing  was  no  longer  deemed  necessary  and     I 
blocks  67  and  70  were  sold  and  are  now  under  private  ownership.  Under  this 
private  ownership,  a  trailer  park  has  been  developed  on  the  west  property 
line  of  blocks  67  and  70  and  the  emergency  housing  has  been  converted  into 
rental  apartments. 

The  city  has  officially  abandoned  the  alleys  in  blocks  68  and  69  except 
behind  lots  1  and  2  of  block  68.  Tenth  Street,  between  block  68  and  69, 
has  also  been  abandoned.  Therefore,  the  remaining  parkland,  including  the 
abandoned  streets  and  alleys,  amounts  to  3.11  acres.  Exhibit  No.  4  indicates 
the  abandoned  streets,  the  private  property,  and  the  remaining  parkland. 

The  Columbia  Falls  Civic  Club  took  on  the  project  of  developing  the 
park,  and  due  to  their  efforts  many  improvements  have  been  made.  A  swimming 
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pool  has  been  built;  a  playground  with  some  equipment  has  been  developed 
to  the  north  of  the  pool;  tennis  courts  and  outside  basketball  standards 
were  erected  just  to  the  west  of  the  pool,  and  the  southern  part  of  the 
park  was  developed  into  a  picnic  area  with  an  outside  fireplace  and  picnic 
tables.  These  improvements  are  shown  on  Exhibit  No.  5.  Photos  of  the 
existing  park  are  shown  on  Exhibits  6  through  17. 

At  the  present  time,  the  city  provides  a  supervised  swimming  program 
for  children  and  adults.  The  program  is  offered  only  during  the  summertime 
as  the  pool  is  not  enclosed  and  cannot  be  used  during  colder  weather.  The 
pool  is  open  to  everyone  but  is  used  mostly  by  the  local  people.  The 
traveling  public  generally  does  not  use  the  pool. 

The  city  was  contacted  regarding  any  future  development  and  we  were 
informed  that  they  have  no  plans  for  any  further  development  of  the  park. 
Reference  is  made  to  the  letter  in  the  Exhibits  Section. 

There  may  be  a  need  sometime  in  the  future  to  cover  the  pool  so  that 
swimming  facilities  would  be  available  year  around,  but  there  are  currently 
no  definite  plans  to  do  this. 
2)   IMPACTS 

The  proposed  highway  project  will  require  a  strip  of  land  along  the 
northern  boundary  of  Pinewood  Park  parallel  and  adjacent  to  Montana  Highway 
No.  40.  The  amount  of  actual  park  land  taken  for  right-of-way  will  be  a 
10-foot  wide  strip  125  feet  long,  which  amounts  to  .03+  of  an  acre.   In 
addition  to  the  actual  right-of-way  take,  another  strip  approximately 
40  feet  by  125  feet  will  be  needed  for  a  construction  permit.  In  order  to 
build  the  roadway  to  the  proper  typical  section,  and  also  due  to  the  slope 
of  the  ground  at  the  park,  the  catch  point  for  the  roadway  fills  will  be 
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located  at  a  distance  ranging  from  45  to  70  feet  out  from  the  centerline  . 
of  roadway.  With  30  feet  of  existing  right-of-way  and  10  feet  of  new 

right-of-ways  this  still  leaves  from  five  to  30  feet  (horizontal)  of  fill  I 
located  outside  of  the  right-of-way  limits.  Rather  than  outright  purchase 

of  this  area  as  additional  right-of-way,  we  intend  to  use  a  construction  | 

permit  instead.  The  maximum  width  of  permit  needed  would  be  40  feet.  This  . 

would  allow  ample  room  for  the  road  contractor  to  enter  upon  this  area  and  ' 

construct  the  necessary  roadway  fills.  However,  ownership  will  be  retained  I 
with  the  city  of  Columbia  Falls,  and  once  the  necessary  work  is  completed 

the  permit  will  lapse.  This  way  the  area  will  still  be  a  part  of  the  park  | 

and  not  highway  right-of-way.  The  fill  slopes  will  be  topsoiled  and  seeded  _ 

and  the  permit  area  will  be  left  in  such  a  state  that  it  will  still  be  a  ■ 

before  the  work  was  started.  The  location  of  the  right-of-way  take  and 

the  construction  permit  is  shown  on  Exhibit  No.  5.  I 

.There  is  presently  a  pedestrian  path  from  the  north  portion  of  the 

park  down  to  the  pool.  Construction  of  the  project  will  increase  the  grade    ' 

of  this  path,  and  although  it  will  not  be  impassible,  it  will  be  rather       I 

steep.  Therefore,  some  type  of  stairway  or  ramp  will  be  built  to  perpetuate 

the  pedestrian  traffic  in  this  area.  I 

Taking  the  10-foot  strip  of  right-of-way  may  involve  the  removal  of  a 

few  existing  trees.  In  the  construction  permit  area  there  are  quite  a  few     ■ 

trees,  and  although  some  may  have  to  be  removed,  eyery   effort  will  be  made     ■ 

to  preserve  as  many  as  possible.   It  will  be  possible  to  build  most  of  the 

slopes  by  placing  the  fill  around  the  trees,  rather  than  having  to  remove   i^l 

them. 
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B.   ALTERNATES  TO  AVOID  PARK  LAND 

Five  major  alternates  were  considered  during  the  development  of  this 
project.  They  are  shown  on  the  aerial  photo  print  (Exhibit  No.  18)  in 
the  back  of  this  statement.  The  various  alternates  considered  were: 

a.  Four-Lane  Alternate  "A" 

b.  Four-Lane  Alternate  "B" 

c.  Couplet  Alternate  "A" 

d.  Couplet  Alternate  "B" 

e.  Bypass  Alternate 

The  studies  of  the  alternates  were  made  several  years  ago  and  they 
are  presented  herein  as  studied  at  that  time.  Since  then  some  changes 
have  been  made  and  these  are  discussed  later  on  in  this  section. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  project  to  a  point  just  west  of  the  Burling- 
ton Northern  tracks,  the  new  alignment  will  generally  follow  the  existing 
''9         highway.  Other  alignments  for  this  portion  of  the  project  were  considered; 
however,  it  was  obvious  that  following  the  present  highway  would  cause  the 
least  impact,  be  the  most  economical,  and  provide  the  best  service  to  the 
area.  From  this  point  west  of  the  Burlington  Northern  tracks,  on  eastward, 
detailed  studies  were  made  of  five  alternates.  Pinewood  Park  is  located 
in  this  section  of  the  project. 

Following  is  a  description  of  each  of  the  alternates  and  a  discussion 
of  the  impact  they  would  cause: 
1)   DESCRIPTIONS 

a.   Four-Lane  Alternate  "A" 

From  a  point  just  west  of  the  Burlington  Northern  tracks  to 

the  vicinity  of  1st  Avenue,  this  alternate  followed  the  alignment  of 

the  existing  highway.  At  about  1st  Avenue,  in  order  to  provide  a 

better  intersection  with  Nucleus  Avenue,  it  left  the  PTW  (present 
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traveled  way)  and  traveled  on  eastward  for  about  two  blocks  before 
angling  southeasterly  toward  the  Flathead  River.  The  new  alignment 
crossed  the  river  just  north  of  the  existing  bridge  and  then  tied 
back  into  the  present  highway  and  followed  it  to  the  end  of  the 
project. 

At  Pinewood  Park  a  four-lane  urban  section  providing  a  two-foot 
median,  four  11 -foot  driving  lanes,  two  nine-foot  parking  lanes  and 
eight-foot  sidewalks  would  have  been  utilized. 

b.  Four-Lane  Alternate  "B" 

This  alternate  is  essentially  the  same  as  Four-Lane  Alternate 
"A"  until  it  reaches  the  vicinity  of  First  Avenue.  At  this  point, 
instead  of  continuing  on  eastward  it  would  have  curved  to  the  south- 
east and  generally  followed  the  existing  highway.  Just  west  of  the 
river,  the  alignment  would  have  tied  back  into  the  alignment  of 
Four-Lane  Alternate  "A",  crossed  the  Flathead  River  north  of  the 
existing  bridge  and  eventually  tied  back  into  the  alignment  of  the 
present  highway,  which  it  would  have  followed  to  the  end  of  the 
project.  The  typical  section  at  Pinewood  Park  would  have  been  the 
same  as  Four-Lane  Alternate  "A". 

c.  Couplet  Alternate  "A" 

This  alternate  separated  the  traffic  into  a  couplet  system 
with  two  lanes  of  eastbound  traffic  using  11th  Street  and  two  lanes 
of  westbound  traffic  using  9th  Street  (Montana  Highway  No.  40).  The 
70  feet  of  existing  right-of-way  at  these  two  streets  would  have 
been  utilized  and  a  typical  section  consisting  of  two  12-foot  driving 
lanes,  two  12-foot  parking  lanes,  and  11 -foot  border  strips  would  have 
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been  provided  on  each  street.  The  alignment  for  the  two  lanes  of 
this  alternate  on  9th  Street  followed  the  existing  highway  from  the 
beginning  of  the  alternate  to  the  vicinity  of  1st  Avenue.  At  this 
point,  it  continued  on  eastward  for  about  two  more  blocks  before 
angling  southeasterly  on  the  same  alignment  as  Four-Lane  Alternate 
"A".  The  11th  Street  leg  of  this  alternate  extended  easterly  along 
11th  Street  until  the  eastbound  and  westbound  lanes  intersected. 
From  there  ahead,  the  alignment  crossed  the  Flathead  River  just  north 
of  the  existing  bridge  and  then  tied  back  into  and  followed  the 
existing  highway  to  the  end  of  the  project. 

d.  Couplet  Alternate  "B" 

This  alternate  would  have  been  essentially  the  same  as  Couplet 
Alternate  "A"  until  it  reached  1st  Avenue.  At  this  point,  the  two  lanes 
on  9th  Street  would  have  curved  southeasterly  and  followed  the  alignment 
of  Four-Lane  Alternate  "B".  The  11th  Street  leg  would  have  curved 
southeasterly  at  about  1st  Avenue.  The  eastbound  and  westbound  lanes 
would  have  intersected  about  one-third  mile  west  of  the  river,  and  from 
there  to  the  end  of  the  project  the  alignment  would  have  been  the  same 
as  Four-Lane  Alternate  "B". 

e.  Bypass  Alternate 

The  Bypass  Alternate  began  just  west  of  the  Burlington  Northern 
tracks  and  immediately  curved  to  the  southeast,  passing  on  the  south 
side  of  Columbia  Falls.  This  alignment  crossed  the  Flathead  River 
just  east  of  the  existing  county  bridge  and  then  curved  back  to  the 
northeast,  eventually  tying  back  into  the  existing  highway  about  one- 
half  mile  west  of  the  river.  Only  two  lanes  would  have  been  provided 
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for  this  alternate  because  the  amount  of  traffic  served  would  have 
been  considerably  less  than  on  the  other  alternates. 
2)   PROBABLE  EFFECTS  OF  EACH  ALTERNATE 

a.  Four-Lane  Alternate  "A" 

This  alternate  would  generally  be  an  economic  asset  to  the  area 
due  to  the  improved  access  to  Columbia  Falls  and  to  the  existing 
businesses.  However,  as  this  alternate  would  separate  from  the  exist- 
ing highway  near  Nucleus  Avenue,  it  would  bypass  several  businesses 
between  Nucleus  Avenue  and  the  Flathead  River,  Access  to  these 
businesses  would  be  provided  from  the  existing  highway.  Also,  between 
Nucleus  Avenue  and  the  river  a  high  fill  would  be  required  across  an 
old  meander  loop  of  the  river  and  the  new  highway  would  pass  through 
a  nice  residential  area.  In  the  area  where  the  new  highway  follows 
the  present  highway,  10  feet  of  new  right-of-way,  plus  some  construc- 
tion permits  would  have  been  required.  At  Pinewood  Park,  10  feet  of 
the  new  right-of-way,  plus  a  40-foot  construction  permit  would  have 
been  required.  This  alternate  would  provide  a  good  right-angle 
intersection  with  Nucleus  Avenue. 

b.  Four-Lane  Alternate  "B" 

This  alternate  would  also  be  an  asset  to  the  economic  activity 
of  the  area,  and  since  it  would  generally  follow  the  present  highway 
it  would  not  bypass  any  existing  businesses.  Special  attention  would 
be  required  at  the  Nucleus  Avenue  -  Montana  40  intersection.  The 
four-lane  section  of  the  alternate  through  town  would  require  10  feet 
of  new  right  of  way  plus  any  necessary  construction  permits.  Right- 
of-way  requirements  at  Pinewood  Park  would  be  the  same  as  for  Four-Lane 
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Alternate  "A". 

c.  Couplet  Alternate  "A: 

This  alternate  would  have  an  adverse  effect  on  the  economy  of 
the  area  as  about  one-half  of  the  through  traffic  would  be  routed 
away  from  the  existing  businesses.  The  traffic  on  11th  Street 
would  be  traveling  through  a  residential  area  and  this  could  devalue 
the  property.  East  of  Nucleus  Avenue,  the  leg  of  the  alternate  on 
9th  Street  would  require  a  high,  unsightly  fill  to  cross  an  old 
meander  loop  of  the  river  and  would  pass  through  a  residential  area. 
No  new  right-of-way  would  be  required  west  of  Nucleus  Avenue  and 
east  of  13th  Avenue,  which  includes  Pinewood  Park,  as  the  existing 
70  feet  of  right-of-way  would  be  utilized.  At  the  1970  Location 
Public  Hearing  on  this  project,  no  one  spoke  in  favor  of  either  of 
the  Couplet  Alternatives.   In  fact,  many  people  spoke  against  them, 
and  the  general  consensus  was  that  people  wanted  the  highway  to  remain 
in  its  same  general  location. 

d.  Couplet  Alternate  "B" 

This  alternate  would  also  have  an  adverse  effect  on  the  economy 
of  the  area  as  it  would  route  about  one-half  of  the  traffic  away  from 
the  existing  businesses.  The  traffic  on  11th  Street  would  be  dis- 
rupting a  residential  area  and  some  alteration  would  be  necessary  at 
the  Nucleus  Avenue  intersection.  The  existing  right-of-way  on  9th  and 
11th  Streets  would  be  utilized  for  the  new  roadway.  No  new  right-of-way 
would  be  required  at  the  park.  People  were  not  in  favor  of  this  route 
and  wanted  the  new  highway  to  follow  the  old  one. 
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e.   Bypass  Alternate 

This  alternate  would  route  through  traffic  entirely  away  from 
the  existing  business  area  and  could  thus  have  an  adverse  effect 
on  the  economy.   It  would  pass  through  a  new  subdivision  and  also 
be  between  a  new  Elementary  School  and  most  of  the  town.  This 
would  make  it  necessary  for  the  majority  of  students  to  cross  the 
highway  to  get  to  school.  This  alignment  could  be  constructed  with- 
out interfering  with  the  flow  of  traffic.  Also,  it  would  replace 
the  old  county  bridge  south  of  Columbia  Falls  and  leave  the  present 
bridge  on  Montana  Highway  No.  40  for  local  traffic.  No  right-of-way 
would  be  required  from  Pinewood  Park.  At  the  1970  Location  Public 
Hearing  there  was  considerable  objection  to  this  alternate  and  no 
one  spoke  in  favor  of  it.  Also,  Montana  does  have  an  anti-bypass     ^ 
law  which  states  that  a  new  highway  cannot  bypass  a  city  without 
the  city's  approval.  It  was  apparent  that  the  city  would  not  approve 
this  bypass  and,  therefore,  this  alternate  is  not  even  feasible. 
3)     ESTIMATED  COSTS 

The  following  table  indicates  the  total  estimated  cost  of 
each  alternate.  These  include  right-of-way  costs,  structure  costs, 
construction  costs,  preliminary  engineering,  construction  engineering, 
and  contingencies.  The  costs  do  not  include  the  first  section  of 
the  project  up  to  the  Burlington  Northern  tracks,  but  rather  only 
the  part  that  involves  the  five  alternates. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  following  estimates  were  prepared 
in  about  1969  and  have  not  been  updated  to  present  costs.  The        ^ 
estimates  as  shown  are  the  ones  that  were  used  to  determine  the 
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selected  alignment  and,  therefore,  updated  estimates  are  not 
really  relevant  in  this  discussion  of  the  alternates. 


# 


ITEM 
ALTERNATE 

R/W,  RELOCA- 
TION, &  UTIL- 
ITY COST 

STRUCTURE 
COST 

CONSTRUCTION 
COST 

P.E.,  CONST. 
ENG.  & 
CONTRACTING 

TOTAL 
ESTIMATED 
COST 

4  Lane 
Alt.  A 

$747,572 

$693,000 

$538,502 

$  80,775 

$2,059,849 

4  Lane 
Alt  B 

$679,733 

$693,000 

$450,065 

$  67,510 

$1,890,348 

Couplet 
Alt.  A 

$777,776 

$693,000 

$874,772 

$131,216 

$2,476,764 

Couplet 
Alt.  B 

$807,462 

$693,000 

$698,292 

$104,744 

$2,303,498 

Bypass 
Alt. 

$530,906 

$723,000 

$187,199 

$  28,080 

$1,469,185 

Presently  under  construction — -^ 
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4)  THE  DO-NOTHING  ALTERNATE 

The  sufficiency  ratings  for  this  section  of  highway  are  yery 
low  and  indicate  a  drastic  need  for  a  new  highway.  Also,  the  people 
in  the  area  are  very  desirous  of  having  a  new  highway  through 
Columbia  Falls.  Therefore,  although  this  alternate  was  considered, 
it  would  not  fulfill  the  basic  responsibility  of  providing  safer 
and  more  efficient  transportation  for  the  traveling  public  and  was 
eliminated. 

5)  THE  SELECTED  ALTERNATE 

Ecxept  for  the  alignment  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Flathead  River 
and  some  changes  in  typical  section  near  the  east  end  of  the  project, 
Four-Lane  Alternate  "B"  is  the  selected  alternate.  This  alternate 
was  chosen  on  the  basis  of  providing  the  best  overall  service  with 
the  least  impact  to  Columbia  Falls  and  the  surrounding  area.  Since 
this  selected  alternate  generally  follows  the  existing  highway,  it 
precludes  the  need  to  reorient  traffic  and  generally  sustains  the 
local  fire  protection,  mail,  school,  and  recreational  patterns  that 
now  exist.  It  was  also  one  of  the  most  economical  of  the  five 
alternates.  Near  the  river,  further  studies  were  made  to  see  if 
it  would  not  be  more  feasible  and  economical  to  cross  the  river 
south  of  the  existing  bridge  instead  of  north  of  it.  From  this 
study,  it  was  determined  that  it  would  be  approximately  $6,000 
cheaper  and,  therefore,  it  was  decided  to  cross  the  river  south 
or  downstream  from  the  existing  bridge.  Four  lanes  of  traffic 
will  be  provided  from  Nucleus  Avenue  on  east  to  the  end  of  the 
project,  rather  than  the  two-lane  mentioned  previously.  An  aerial 
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photo  print  is  included  in  the  Exhibits  Section  (Exhibit  No.  2)  of 
the  statement  which  indicates  the  alignment  of  the  selected  alternate. 

The  chosen  alternate,  Four-Lane  Alternate  "B",  will  require  ten 
feet  of  new  right-of-way,  plus  a  40-foot  construction  permit  on  the 
south  side  of  the  existing  Montana  Highway  No.  40.  The  possibility  of 
taking  the  new  right-of-way  and  the  permit  on  the  north  side  of  the 
existing  highway,  away  from  the  park,  was  given  a  great  deal  of  con- 
sideration and  a  study  was  made  to  determine  if  it  would  be  feasible. 
Construction  costs  through  the  area  would  be  essentially  the  same  and, 
therefore,  the  main  difference  between  shifting  ten  feet  north  or  south 
would  be  the  cost  of  the  right-of-way.  If  the  shift  were  to  be  made 
for  the  park  area,  it  would  have  to  be  carried  on  through  town  so  that 
a  jog  would  not  be  introduced  into  the  alignment.  Therefore,  the  study 
actually  compared  taking  a  10-foot  strip  of  right-of-way  on  the  north 
or  south  side  of  Montana  40  between  Stations  330+  and  370+.  The  results 
of  that  study  are  as  follows: 

North  Side  -  The  following  businesses  would  either  be 

displaced  or  seriously  damaged  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $308,240. 

Two  motels 

One  garage 

One  gun  shop 

One  Dairy  King 

Three  service  stations 

One  grocery  store  -  large 

One  lumber  company  -  large 

South  Side  -  The  following  businesses  would  either  be 

displaced  or  seriously  damaged  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $83,370. 

One  small  apartment 
One  bar  (parking  only) 
One  cafe  (parking  only) 
Two  service  Stations 
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no  place  for  emergency  parking.  These  reasons  were  sufficient  to  discourage 
any  further  consideration  of  these  alternatives  to  avoid  the  parkland. 

Therefore,  it  has  been  determined  by  the  State  of  Montana  Department 
of  Highways  that  there  are  no  prudent  and  feasible  alternatives  to  the 
taking  of  a  portion  of  the  Pinewood  Park  for  highway  purposes.  The 
selected  alternate  was  chosen  on  the  basis  of  economy,  service  to  the 
traveling  public  and  community  and  least  amount  of  environmental  impact. 
C.   MEASURES  TAKEN  TO  MINIMIZE  HARM  TO  SECTION  4(f)  LANDS 


Based  on  these  results,  it  was  decided  that  the  extra  ten  feet       '^ 
of  right-of-way  should  be  taken  from  the  south  side  of  the  highway  as 
it  would  be  the  most  economical  and  would  cause  the  least  amount  of 
disruption  to  the  existing  businesses.  ■ 

One  other  possibility  that  would  have  eliminated  the  park  conflict 

would  have  been  to  eliminate  the  eight-foot  sidewalk  and  the  nine-foot 

shoulder.  Although  this  would  have  been  feasible,  it  would  not  have  been 

very  practical  or  prudent.  The  sidewalk  and  shoulder  could  have  been 

eliminated  only  at  the  park,  or  it  could  have  been  eliminated  all  the  way      L 

through  town  on  the  south  side.  Eliminating  them  at  the  park  only  would 

r 
necessitate  a  narrowing  of  the  roadway  in  this  area  and  would  present  a        | 

very  unsafe  and  undesirable  situation.  This  would  create  the  only  gap  in 

the  sidewalk  in  town  and  the  boundary  between  the  park  and  highway  would  I 

not  be  as  well  delineated  or  dressed  up.  Eliminating  the  sidewalk  and  '^^  ■ 

shoulder  all  the  way  through  town  would  be  Mery   undesirable  from  the  ■ 

standpoint  of  pedestrian  traffic  and  the  availability  of  vehicle  parking  ) 

areas.  Also,  the  roadway  width  would  be  substandard  and  there  would  be 


Construction  of  the  subject  project  will  necessitate  the  taking  of 
a  lO-foot  strip  of  right-of-way  along  the  northern  boundary  of  the  park.     *% '| 
Also  involved  will  be  a  40-foot  wide  construction  permit  adjacent  to  the 
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right-of-way  take. 

Through  the  park  area,  the  new  highway  typical  section  will  be 
64  feet  face-of-curb  to  face-of-curb.  Within  this  64-foot  section 
win  be  nine-foot  parking  lanes  on  both  sides  of  the  roadway.  Thus, 
this  project  will  provide  on-street  parking  along  the  park  that  has 
never  been  available  before.  From  the  face-of-curb  on  back  to  the 
right-of-way  line,  an  eight-foot  wide  sidewalk  will  be  built.  The 
edge  of  this  sidewalk  will  be  the  actual  new  border  of  the  park  and  will 
be  a  great  improvement  over  the  dirt  path  along  the  existing  highway. 
This  new  sidewalk  will  improve  pedestrian  access  to  the  park  and  provide 
a  much  more  pleasing  boundary  between  the  park  and  the  highway. 

The  part  of  the  park  that  will  be  involved  with  the  construction 
permit  will  be  restored  to  such  a  condition  that  it  will  still  be  usable 
as  part  of  the  park.  The  slopes  will  be  left  as  flat  as  possible,  the 
topsoil  will  be  replaced,  and  grass  will  be  reseeded.  The  possibility 
of  stripping,  saving,  and  relaying  the  existing  sod  will  also  be  in- 
vestigated. Any  trees  removed  will  be  replaced  with  new  trees. 

The  existing  path  from  the  north  down  to  the  pool  will  be  perpet- 
uated by  providing  some  type  of  ramp  or  stairway  from  the  sidewalk  down 
into  the  park.  Provisions  to  accommodate  handicapped  people  will  be 
included. 

Some  dust  and  noise  will  be  unavoidable  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
park  during  the  construction  period.  However,  the  contractor  will  be 
required  to  exercise  reasonable  control  over  these  conditions  and 
cooperate  with  the  local  residents  to  maintain  the  most  tolerable 
conditions. 
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Representatives  of  the  Montana  Department  of  Highways  have  met 
with  Columbia  Falls  city  officials  and  with  the  park  director  to  discuss 
the  proposed  right-of-way  taking  and  how  it  will  affect  the  park.  These 
people  have  indicated  that  the  proposed  taking  will  not  damage  the  park 
or  in  any  way  lessen  the  number  of  people  using  the  facility.  Please 
refer  to  Exhibit  No.  19. 

The  park  director  was  under  the  impression  (see  Exhibit  No.  20)  that 
the  state  might  have  to  acquire  the  private  property  in  lots  1  and  2  of 
block  68.  If  this  had  happened,  he  and  the  city  would  have  liked  the  Depart- 
ment of  Highways  to  turn  this  property  over  to  the  city  for  an  addition 
to  the  park.  However,  since  only  10+  of  new  right-of-way  is  actually 
required  through  this  property,  the  Department  of  Highways  does  not 
propose  to  purchase  all  of  it.  It  would  be  yery   costly  as  the  owner      (% 
needs  it  for  an  outlet  to  retain  his  fuel  supply  contract  with  the  city. 

In  lieu  of  this,  the  city  felt  that  they  would  be  satisfied  if 
the  state  did  some  work  in  the  park  in  exchange  for  the  strip  being 
taken  for  right-of-way.   (See  Exhibits  No.  21  and  22)  The  city  indicated 
that  they  would  like  to  have  the  parking  lot  or  basketball  court  paved. 

^Although  this  method  of  reimbursing  the  city  for  the  park  land  needed 
for  right-of-way  was  acceptable  to  both  the  city  and  the  state,  a  comment 
on  the  Draft  Environmental/Section  4(f)  Statement  from  the  Department  of 
the  Interior  indicated  that  this  method  could  not  be  used.  The  Department 
of  the  Interior  stated  that  the  Bureau  of  Outdoor  Recreation  had  pro- 
vided matching  assistance  from  the  Land  and  Water  Conservation  Fund  for 
the  construction  of  the  swimming  pool  in  Pinewood  Park.  This,  therefore, 
made  the  park  subject  to  the  provisions  of  Section  5(f)  of  the  Land  and 
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and  Water  Conservation  Fund  Act  which  requires  that  any  change  from 
recreational  land  be  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and 
that  recreational  lands  to  be  taken  must  be  replaced  with  property  of 
at  least  equal  fair  market  value  and  reasonably  equivalent  usefulness 
and  location. 

In  light  of  this  information  and  due  to  the  fact  that  the  private 
property  in  lots  1  and  2  of  block  68  was  not  feasible,  a  search  was 
made  for  other  appropriate  property.  Since  there  was  none  available  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  for  replacement  purposes,  the  possibility  of 
purchasing  a  piece  of  land  on  the  northeast  side  of  town  was  considered. 
A  1.3  acre  tract  of  land  north  of  "C"  Street  between  3rd  and  4th  Avenues 
happened  to  be  for  sale  and  the  city  agreed  that  this  tract  would  be 
suitable  for  replacement  purposes.  See  Exhibit  No.  23  for  map  showing 
location  of  replacement  land. 

Included  in  the  Exhibits  Section  (No.  24  through  No.  27)  are  letters 
from  the  city  of  Columbia  Falls  indicating  their  acceptance  of  the 
replacement  land  and  a  letter  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  Bureau 
of  Outdoor  Recreation  giving  their  approval  to  use  park  land  for  highway 
purposes. 

Once  the  city  and  the  Bureau  of  Outdoor  Recreation  clearances  were 
received,  the  Department  of  Highways  decided  to  go  ahead  and  purchase  the 
replacement  land  even  though  the  Final  4(f)  Statement  was  not  yet  approved, 
This  was  done  so  that  someone  else  would  not  purchase  the  land  while  we 
were  waiting  for  the  4(f)  Statement  to  be  approved.  This  advance 
acquisition  was  discussed  with  the  Federal  Highway  Administration  and 
they  indicated  that  if  the  land  was  purchased  now,  the  state  would  be 

[  17] 


reimbursed  when  the  Final  EIS/4(f)  is  approved  and  right-of-way        W 
acquisition  is  authorized.   (See  Exhibit  No.  28) 

The  land  is  now  owned  by  the  Department  of  Highways  and  will  be 
given  to  the  city  of  Columbia  Falls  at  such  time  as  the  park  property 
is  needed  to  contruct  the  new  highway.  The  Right-of-Way  Agreement, 
Warranty  Deed,  and  Quitclaim  Deed  for  the  property  exchange  between 
Charles  Higson  and  the  Department  of  Highways  is  included  in  the  Exhibits 
Section  (No.  29  through  No.  31). 
D.   COMMENTS  ON  DRAFT  4(f)  STATEMENT 

Only  one  letter  of  comment  pertaining  to  the  4(f)  portion  of  the 
Draft  Environmental /Section  4(f)  Statement  was  received.  These  comments 
are  attached  and  with  each  comment  we  have  attached  a  discussion  of  the 
comment  or  an  explanation  of  where  a  discussion  of  the  comment  can  be    ^ 
found  in  the  narrative  portion  of  this  statement. 


[  18  ] 


• 


UNITED  STATES 


'&^3'^<<^\^r  •'•If^HVVAY  COM.YISSION    ] 

I  -;;  E  B  V  •x)2pAf^TMENT  OF  THE  INTERl(Op 
'^cB    -8  1973  OFFICE  OF  tW 'SECRETARY.  • 

WASHINGTOl\  D.C.     20240  ,. 

HELFuA,  MOMTAflA 


E3039 

ER  72/1409 


Dear  Mr.  Anderson: 


» "  '■ 


i 


!M  '^» 


I  I 


IftTLQIIi 


w 


This  is  in  regard  to  your  request  for  the  Department  of  the  Interior's 
comments  on  the  draft  environmental/Section  A(f)  statement  for  reconstruction 
of  Montana  Highway  40,  Columbia  Falls,  Flathead  County,  Montana. 

Section  4(f)  Comments  ; 

Based  on  the  information  provided  in  the  statement,  there  appears  to  be 
no  feasible  and  prudent  alternative  to  the  taking  of  .03-  acres  from 
Pinewood  Park  for  highway  use.  However,  we  do  not  believe  that  all  possible 
planning  to  minimize  harm  to  the  remaining  lands  at  Pinewood  Park  has  been 
done. 

The  statement  fails  to  indicate  that  this  Department's  Bureau  of  Outdoor 
Recreation  provided  matching  assistance  from  the  Land  and  Water  Conservation 
Fund  for  the  construction  of  a  swimming  pool  in  Pinewood  Park.  Park  and 
recreation  areas  receiving  Fund  moneys  are  subject  (in  their  entirety)  to 
the  provisions  of  Section  5(f)  of  the  Land  and  Water  Conservation  Fund  Act 
which  requires  that  any  change  from  recreational  land  use  must  be  approved 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.   This  Section  of  the  Act  also  requires 
that  recreational  lands  to  be  taken  must  be  replaced  with  properties  of 
at  least  equal  fair  market  value  and  reasonably  equivalent  usefulness  and 
location.  There  is  no  provision  under  this  Section  of  the  Act  for  accep- 
tance of  cash  in  payment  for  the  recreational  lands  to  be  taken.   In  order 
to  initiate  a  change  in  land  use  within  the  park,  the  park  agency  of  the 
City  of  Columbia  Falls  would  have  to  submit  the  necessary  request  for  the 
approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  through  its  State  Liaison  Officer 
for  Outdoor  Recreation:  Mr.  Wesley  R.  Woodgerd,  Chief,  Recreation  and 
"Parks  Division,  Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Mitchell  Building,  Helena, 
Montana  59601. 


The  draft  statenent  indicates  that  in  addition  to  the*  taking  of  a  narro\'7 
strip  for  right-of-way  from  Pinewood  Park,  a  strip  25'  -  40'  by  125'  will 
be  needed  for  a  construction  pernit.   The  discussion  is  inadequate  con- 
C).      ceming  the  purpose,  need,  impact  and  alternatives  of  this  additional 

taking.   Therefore,  ve  cannot  concur  to  this  additional  encroachment  based 
on  the  information  provided.   The  statement  sliould  discuss  whether  or  not 
there  are  other  tracts  suited  for  this  purpose  witli  less  adverse  impact 
on  the  environment. 
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We  also  note  that  trees  will  be  removed  from  the  park  to  accommodate 
C.»     the  right-of-way  as  well  as  the  construction  permit  area.  The  statement      j 
should  discuss  provisions  to  replace  these  trees  in  kind.  [ 

We  were  pleased  to  note  that  design  features  will  be  incorporated  to  < 

provide  for  pedestrian  access  by  a  stairway  or  ramp.  We  suggest  that  I 
perhaps  both  facilities  be  provided  with  the  necessary  safety  features 
O,     such  as  signalization  at  the  intersections  of  Fourth  Avenue  West  and 

Montana  40.   Features  to  accommodate  the  handicapped  should  be  included.  1 

A  fencing  plan  should  also  be  prepared  and  coordinated  with  park  officials.  ' 

The  City  of  Columbia  Falls  has  expressed  a  desire  that  the  Highway  j 

Department  purchase  Lots  1  and  2  of  Block  68,  and  deed  this  property  [ 
£.     to  the  City  as  an  addition  to  the  park.   This  replacement  acreage 

would  be  most  desirable  since  it  is  adjacent  to  the  park  and  could  j 

possibly  satisfy  the  replacement  of  parklands  as  required  by  Section  5(f)     ' 
of  the  Land  and  Water  Conservation  Act. 

All  measures  to  minimize  harm  to  Pinewood  Park  should  be  coordinated         I 
r»  with  and  approved  by  the  concerned  City  park  agency  and  evidence  to 

that  effect  included  in  the  final  statement. 

Environmental  Statement  Comments;  C 

The  final  statement  should  indicate  that  the  project  falls  within  the         i 
study  area  of  the  Flathead  River,  a  potential  component  of  the  wild  ' 

and  scenic  rivers  system,  as  established  by  the  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers 
Act  of  1968  (Public  Law  90-542).   This  law  provides  that  the  admini-         | 
strator  of  the  river  study,  in  this  case  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,        i 
should  be  consulted  to  make  sure  that  the  subject  project  is  not  in 
conflict  with  the  purposes  of  the  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers  Act.   The 
results  of  such  consultation  should  be  included  in  the  final  statement. 


Description  of  the  Project  and  Surrounding  Area; 

This  section  should  be  expanded  to  discuss  location  of  any  borrow  and/or 
spoil  areas  needed  for  project  purposes.   Other  sections  of  the  statement 
dealing  with  the  description  of  the  existing  environmental  setting  can 
describe  the  borrow  and/or  spoil  area  locations  under  preproject 
conditions  as  they  relate  to  flora,  fauna,  and  aesthetics. 
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A.  Refer  to  Pages  16  and  17. 

B.  Refer  to  Pages  3,  4,  and  15. 

C.  Refer  to  Pages  4  and  15. 

D.  Information  concerning  the  pedestrian  access  can  be  found  on  Pages  4  and 
15.  Since  the  park  is  not  presently  fenced,  the  Department  of  Highways 
does  not  propose  to  fence  it  under  this  contract. 

E.  Refer  to  Page  16. 

F.  Refer  to  Exhibits  Section. 
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ELEVENTH      ST. 

EXHIBIT     3 

ORIGINAL  PARK  PURCHASED  IN  1921- 
ALL  OF  BLOCKS  67,68,69,70  EXCEPT 
FOR   LOTS    land  2    OF  BLOCK    68 
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ELEVENTH     ST   SO. 

EXHIBIT    4 

PRESENT   PARK,    ABANDONED    STREETS,  8    PRIVATE 

LAND 
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ELEVENTH    ST    SO. 
EXHIBIT  5 

PRESE!^'^      PARK    AND     FACILITIES 
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Photo  No.  1   -   Picture  taken  from  northwest 
corner  of  park  facing  west  toward  private 
property. 


Exhibit   6 


[  2q  ] 


Photo  No.  2   -   Picture  ti^ken  from  northwest 
corner  of  park  facirn-i  east,   Tho  street  in  the 
picture  is  Montana  40  and  adjacent  tj  it  on  the 
downhill  side  is  the  land  that:  will  l^e  involved 
with  the  right-of-way  take  and  construction 
permit. 


ExVubi  I: 
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Photo  No.  3   -   Picture  taken  from  Fourth  Avenue 
West  facing  east  toward  the  approximate  center  of 
the  park.   The  dressing  room  and  the  swimming  pool 
are  in  the  center  of  the  photo. 


Exhibit  8 
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Photo  No.  4   -   Picture  taken  from  southwest 
corner  of  park  facing  toward  the  northeast. 
Dressing  rooms  and  swimming  pool  in  left  corner 
of  picture. 


Exhibit 


C' 
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Photo  No.  5   -   Picture  taken  from  southeast 
corner  of  park  facing  northwest.   Dressing  rooms 
and  swimming  pool  in  center  of  picture. 


Exhibit  10 
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Photo  No.  6   -   Picture  taken  from  northwest 
corner  of  park  facing  north  toward  Montana  40. 
This  shows  some  of  the  land  that  will  be  needed 
for  the  right-of-way  take  and  construction 
permit.   House  shown  in  picture  is  actually  on 
north  side  of  Montana  40. 


Exhibit  11 
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Photo  No.  7   -   This  picture  was  taken  from  inside 
the  park  on  the  south  side  of  Montana  40  facing 
north.   It  shows  a  portion  of  Third  Avenue  West 
that  is  presently  closed  and  used  as  part  of  the 
park.   It  also  shows  some  of  the  land  that  will 
be  involved  in  the  right-of-way  take  and  construc- 
tion permit. 


Exhibit  12 
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Photo  No.  8   -   Picture  taken  from  northeast 
corner  of  park  facing  southwest.   Dressing 
rooms  and  swimming  pool  in  upper  right  hand 
corner. 


Exhibit   13 
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Photo  No.  9   -   This  picture  was  taken  from  the 
northern  edge  of  the  private  property  in  the 
northwest  corner  of  the  park  facing  south.   It 
shows  the  approximate  boundaries  of  the  private 
property  with  the  dressing  rooms  and  playground 
in  the  background. 


Exhibit  14 
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Photo  No.  10   -   Picture  taken  from  northern 
edge  of  park  facing  southwest  and  showing  the 
playground.   Right  center  of  picture  shows  the 
private  property. 


Exhibit  15 
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Photo  No.  11  -  Picture  of  playground  taken  fr 
northern  edge  of  park  facing  south.  Shows  pari 
of  private  property  in  right  center  of  picture. 
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Exhibit  16 
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Photo   No.     12      -       Picttire    ot   playground    taken 
from   northern    t-d-je    (jt    pc:ii:k    I'dcing    south. 


f 


V:  xh  i  1 . 1  r      17 


[  ^0  ] 


^1 


• 


City  of  Columbia  Falls 

p.    O.    BOX    Acy 
COLUMBIA    FALLS.    N10NTANA    59012 


nay  16,1972 


StatQ  Highway  Department 
Dames  Keithly 
Kalispall,  Montana  59901 

Dear  Sir: 

The  Columbia  Falls  City  Council  feels  the  10'  permanent  right  of  uay  plus 
40'  construction  right  of  uay  on  the  north  edge  of  Pineuood  Park  adjacent 
to  Highuay  40  uill  not  be  significant  in  the  park  operation  at  this  time.' 


Sincerely  yours, 


EXHIBIT  19 


i 


[  42  ] 


• 


I 


City  of  Columbia  Falls 

p.   O.    DOX   487 
COLUMBIA    FALLS.    MONTANA    59912 


May  16,  1972 


'"'-<v'..  . 


State  Highway  Department 
Dames  Keithly 
Kalispell,  Montana  59901 

Dear  Sir: 

The  Columbia  Falls  City  Council  asks  that  your  department  consider  a  trade 
of  property  in  Piewood  Park  if  the  State  is  required  to  purchase  the  Thunder- 
bird  property  at  the  time  of  construction  of  Highuay  40. 


Sincerely  yours, 


EXHIBIT  20 
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City  of  Columbia  Falls 

p.    O.    BOX    A&7 

COLUMBIA    FALLS.    MONTANA    50912 


• 


July  13,1972 


fiontana  State  Ilighvjay  Commission 

Right-of-Way  Division,  i 

Missoula,  Montana  59801 

Att:  Vcrn  E.  Jones 

Gentlemen: 

The  City  of  Columbia  Falls  will  be  V7illing  to  exchange  right  of  way  use  for 
highway  construction  adjacent  to  Pinewood  Park  for  labor  and  materials  for 
blacictopping  in  the  park  area.      • 


Sinceretly  yours'^ 


Park  Coramissioner 


City. Clerk 


EXHIBIT   2 
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,     8.  H.  Comm.— Form  K  A 


INTER-DEPARTMENTAL  MEMORANDUM 

MONTANA  STATE  HIGHWAY  COMMISSION 


To SUPERVISOR    -   RinHT   OF   W?VY    SPTTTON 

From       MANAftpT^   »  I'^V^  RTr,HT  OF  WAY  UNIT   -  MISSOULA 
Reft   62-fILN 


Date      July  14,    1972 

Subject:  F  100  (9) 

Colximbia  Falls-E&W 


In  preparing  the  field  study  for  the  4F  statement  for  Pinewood  p<irk  in 
Columbia  Falls,  you  asked  if  there  could  be  a  different  alternative 
acceptable  to  the  cityo  The  city  has  stated  their  first  preference  is 
if  the  Thunderbird  Service  Station  is  damaged  out  they  would  lilco  the 
remainder*   If  the  above  doesn't  happen  they  will  exchange  right  of  way 
for  labor  and  materials  for  blacktopping  in  the  park  area* 


JKTxVBJimw 
Atteichment: 


EXHIBIT    22 


Avoid  Verbal  Instructions 


City  of  Columbia  Falls 


MO.NT^Nv  HIGHWAY  COMMISSION 

RECEIVED 

JUL  1  4  1976 

HEIENA,  f^NTANA 


DKAWCR  O 
COLUMBIA   FALLS.   MONTANA   59912 


July  13,  1976 


Stephen  C.  Kologi,  P.E. 
Chief  Preconstruction  Bureau 
State  of  Montana 
Department  of  Highways 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


Re:     F-i00(9) 

Columbia  Falls  -  E.   &  W, 


Dear  Mr.  Kologi 


Replying  to  your  letter  to  Mr.  Gerald  L.  Nelson,  Park  Commissioner 
dated  July  18,  1976,  the  City  .has  no  future  development  plans 
for  Pinewood  Park  at  this  time."  '  -s.^ 


Sincerely, 


Charleen  Lyngstad 
City  Clerk 
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EXHIBIT    NO.  23 
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EXHIBIT    NO.  24 


City  of  Columbia  Falls 

p.    O.    BOX    487 
COLUMBIA    FALLS.    MONTANA    59912 


October  3,1973 


Mr.  R.  E.  Champion 

Superintendent  of  Right  of  Way  Section, 
Montana  State  Highway  Department, 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

Dear  Sir: 

After  conferring  luith  officials  of  the  State  Highway  Department  it  is  the 
decision  of  the  Columbia  Falls  City  Council  to  accept  a  land  exchange  for 
the  requested  10  feet  of  right  of  way  along  Pinewood  Park. 

The  land  acceptable  would  be  Tract  3D  in  8-30-20  presently  owned  by  Charles 
D.  Higson. 


Sincerely  yours, 

Gerald  L.  Nelson 
Park  Commissioner 
by 


''   '^UuJ'- 


City   Clerk 


© 
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EXHIBIT    NO.  25 


City  of  Columbia  Falls 

DRAWER   G 

COLUMBIA    FALLS.    MONTANA   59912 


January  25,1974 


rtr.  Ashley  C.  Roberta  • 
Fish  &  Game  Administrator 
Recreation  &  Parka  Bureau, 
Helena,  flontana  59601 


Derar  Slr:^ 


Re:  F  100  (9)  PE  " 
Columbia  Falls-  E  &  U 
Ref.  62-nLN 


The  Columbia  Falla  City  Council  took  official  action  at  their  regular  meeting 
held  January  21,  1974,  to  accept  the  proposal  of  the  Department  of  Highways  re- 
quest for  a  right  of  way  and  construction  easement  in  Pineuood  Park  in  exchange 
for  Tract  3  D  in  6-30-'20  prov/iding  the  seu/er  assessment  is  paid  in  full  by  the 
Highway  Department  at  the  time  of  the  deed  exchange* 


The  10'  right  of  way  and  the  40*  construction  easement  will  not  eignificantly 
affect  the  operation  of  Pinewood  Park.*  ♦  > 

If  there  are  any  questions  concerning  this  please  feel  free  to  call  my  office 
or  contatit  Mr.  Gerald  Nelson,  Park  Commissioner. 


Sincerely  yours. 


cc:  Dept.  of  Highways-Helena,  nontana;  Gerald  Nelson-Park  Commissioner 
Enc. 
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EXHIBJT  NO.  26 


m  RC^LV  NCFEN  to: 


United  States  Department  of  the  Interior 

BUREAU  OF  OUTDOOR  RECREATION 

MID-CONTINENT  REGION 


G26 
30-00020 


MAILING  ADDRESS: 

Post  OtTice  Box  253»7 
Denver  Federal  Center 
Denver,  Colorado    S022S 


STREET  LOCATION: 

603  Miller  Court 
Lakewood,  Colorado 
Telephone  234-2634 


JUL  19 1974 


Mr,  Ashley  C.  Roberts,  Administrator 
Recreation  and  Parks  Division 
Montana  Department  of  Fish  and  Game 
Mitchell  Building 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

Dear  Ash: 

We  have  completed  our  review  of  the  request  for  a  land  conversion 
of  a  portion  of  Pinewood  Park,  in  Columbia  Falls,  Montana 
(Project  No.  30-00020),   Based  upon  your  certification  that  the 
replacement  land  is  of  more  than  equivalent  recreation  value  and 
use,  and  of  at  least  equal  fair  market  value,  we  concur  in  the 
conversion  of  a  ,03  acre  portion  of  Pinewood  Park  to  highway  use. 
We  understand  the  city  of  Columbia  Falls,  in  the  place  thereof, 
will  receive  fee  simple  title  to  a  1.3  acre  tract  of  land  north 
of  "C"  Street  between  3rd  and  4th  Avenues, 

This  conversion  approval  is  contingent  upon  final  approval  of  the 
Section  4(f)  determination  by  the  Secretary  of  Transportation. 

If  you  have  further  questions  concerning  this  action,  please  feel 
free  to  let  us  know. 


y- 


0' 


Sincerely, 


'^^sJH^   Derrell  P.  Thompson 
Regional  Director 
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EXHIBIT    NO.  27 


cl 


g=TA3:'IE  (n>:F  :SIOEf ^^XIT^<^ 


Helena,  Montana 
July  23,  1974 

Re  J  30-00020 

Columbia  Falls  — 
Pinewood  Park 


Mr.  Raymond  J.  Barnhart,  Mayor 

City  of  Columbia  Falls 
Columbia  Falls,  Montana  59912 

Dear  Mayor  Barnharti 

Please  find  enclosed  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Denver 
Regional  Office  of  the  Bureau  of  Outdoor  Recreation. 

This  letter  indicates  their  concurrence  in  the  conver- 
sion of  a  .03  acre  portion  of  Pinewood  Park  for  highway  use. 
Please  note  that  the  formal  approval  will  have  to  be  given 
by  the  Secretary  of  Transportation. 

If  you  have  any  further  questions  on  the  above,  please  • 
advise. 

Sincerely, 


fa 

Ashley  C.  Roberts 
State  Liaison  Officer 


ACRA>d 
Enclosure 

cct   Roberjt  E.. Champion  (w/encl.) 


I  n.t^RK'd  JUL  2  4  1974 


|— 1: 
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.::ijzaz: 


rOfni  M  JVVA   li-'i    JScv.  ,'   .'j;  • 

UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 

M.emoranaum 


DEPARTMENT  OF  TRANSPORTATION 

FEDERAL  HIGHWAY  ADMINISTRATION 


SUBJECT  I 


FROM  : 


TO    . 


PE  Project  F  100(9) 

Columbia  Falls  -  East  and  West 

H,  N,  Stewart,  Division  Engineer 
Helena,  Montana 

Mr.  H.  J,  Anderson,  Director  of  Highways 
Montana  Department  of  Highways 
Helena,  Montana   62:MLN 


' '_"j^ DATE:    April  29,  1975 

In  r«pl/ 

reler  to:    08-30.25 


Your  letter  of  April  17,  1975  raised  the  question  of  future  eligibility 
for  Federal  participation  in  the  cost  of  land  acquired  with  State  fijnds 
for  eventual  exchange  for  park  land  that  may  be  incorporated  in  the  right 
of  way  for  the  subject  project. 

Review  of  this  matter  indicates  that, although  we  cannot  authorize  you. to 
proceed  with  such  acquisition  as  matters  now  stand, you  may  acquire  the 
replacement  land  with  State  funds  with  the  understanding  that  if  the 
environmental  impact  statement  providing  for  the  exchange  for  the  park 
land  is  ultimately  approved  and  the  acquisition  of  right  of  way  is  authorized 
on  that  basis,  the  cost  of  the  substitute  land  will  be  eligible  for  Federal 
participation  as  provided  in  FHPM  7-1-3,  paragraph  5.1. 

Since  your  question  appears  to  have  been  posed  with  the  foregoing  circum- 
stances in  mind,  further  explanation  does  not  seem  necessary  but  we  will 
be  pleased  to  discuss  the  matter  if  you  have  any  questions. 


C^-.yrt' 


:icer 


By:      H,    E,    Ewing 
Division  Right  of 


F^ 


0.19  Rerd.   APR  3  0  1975 
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Tract  3-0 
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GBAMTOR:  "  Charles  Higson        ';■.,,    "  •    .: 

':.',      ;  '  .1015  West  8th  Street        •    '  ^  > 

'■Columbia  Falls,   Montana  59912 
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STATE  OF  MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  HIGHWAYS 

.J         ,.     RIGHT  OF  m  ■•       ,    ;.," 

1.  IN  CONS I DERATION* OF  TmE  PAYMENTS  HEREIN  SET  FORTH  AND  THE  SPECIFIC  AGREEMENTS  TO  BE 
:  V; PERFORMED  BY  BOTH  PARTIES  HERETO  AND  WRITTEN  IN  THIS  AGREEMENT,  THE  PARTIES  HERETO 

vBIND  TTHEMSELVES  TO  THE  TERMS  AND  CONDITIONS  SET  FORTH  HEREIN.   NONVERBAL  AGREEMENTS 
SHALL 'be  BINDING  UPON  EITHER  PARTY  AND  THIS  AGREEICNT  SHALL  BECOME  EFFECTIVE  UPON 
■■■'  '■      EXECUTION  BY.  THE  SUPERVISOR,  RIGHT  OF  WAY  SECTION,  OR  HIS  DESIGNATED  REPRESENTATIVES. 

2.  COMPENSATION  FOR  LAND  AND  IMPROVEMENTS  {Lc4-C.acA.e4  and MmpW\Jiemzntl>  in  the.  talUng'.)  '  . 

Grantor's  fee  simple  interest  in  56,860  sq.'ft,'  oommercial  and/or  residential  land— 


3..  -COMPENSATION  FOR  DAMAGES  .      •;:.•■-  'J-  v^  v 
,  S,1,I),'  'Paid  in  full  to  City  of  Columbia  Falls 


4.  TOTAL  COMPENSATION  FOR  PARCELl 


\  ■  -  "'*.  rT*-" 


.5,'-  -IT   IS  UNDERSTOOD  AND  AGREED  THE  STATE  SHALL  MWCE  THE  FOLLOWING     DISBURSEMENT  OF  PAYMENT. 

6.  AssLgnemenC  of  tSSBBBHto  Empire  Federal  Savings,   P.O.    Box  1099,  Livingston, 
.Montana,      59047.     .  ";:.■■     .!?:>.,,'•■  " 

7.  Assignement  of  $i^QBnHto  Cicty  of  Columbia  Falls,  Columbia  Falls,  Montana  59912 
Payment  in  full  on  S.I.D. 's  on  subject  proBectyJ 

8.  Warrant  of  $£3322521  to  Chailes  Higson,   1015  W.    8th  St.     Columbia  Falls,  Mont.    59912. 
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EXHIBIT    NO.  30 
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IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  the  parties  here  executed  this  agreement  the  day  and  year  as  written 
below.  .  • 


APPROVED. FOR  AND  ON  BEHALF  OF  THE  MONTANA 
DEPARTHtWT  OF  HIGHWAYS 


Supervisor  -  Right  of  Way  Section  (Date) 

t'54  ],.  .  . 

EXHJBJT  -NO^Q- 


■  I  ' 


i 
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STATE  OF  MONTANA 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HIGHWAYS 


PROJECT  NO.    F  100   (9)   P.E. 


RIGHT  OF  WAY  SECTION  mw 


Tract  3-D 
PARCEL  NO.  COUNTY  OF    FLATHEAD 


WARRANTY  DEED 

THIS  INDENTURE,  made  this  day  of  ,  pursuant  to  SecHon  32-2413.  R.C.M.,  1947: 

IN  CONSIDERATION  of  the  sum  of  ONE  DOUAR($l,00)and  other  good  and  valuable  consideration 
lawful  money  of  the  United  States  to  In  hand  paid  by  the  STATE  OF  MONTANA,  the  receipt 

whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged.  WITNESSETH  THAT, 


I 


do  hereby  GRANT,  BARGAIN,  SELL,  CONVEY,  WARRANT  AND  CONFIRM  unto  the  STATE 

OF  MONTANA  tor  the  benefit  and  use  of  its  DEPARTMENT  OF  HIGHWAYS,  the  following  described 

real  property,  to-wit: 

A  tract  of  land  in  the  SE^NE^  of  Section  8,  Township  30  North,  Range  20  West, 
M.P.M.,  Flathead  County,  Montana,  more  pairticularly  described  by  metes  and 

'bounds  as  follows: 

■:>>■.   '-._■;.,_  .  •  .  ,'..:.-■ 

Beginning  at  a  point  70  feet  North  of  the  nortJjeast  corner  of  Block  113  of  the 
Second  Addition  to  the  Town  of  Columbia  Falls,  according  to  the  officicil  plat 

-thereof,  'on  file  and  of  record  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  and  Recorder  of  said 
county, .thence  North  a  distance  of  250  feet;  lihence  West,  262  feet;  thence  South 

■■250  vfeetr .-thence  East,  262  feet  to  the  point  of  beginning, 

~ExceptJ.ng  therefrom,  that  portion  conveyed  to  the  State  of  Montana  for  road 
purposes,  recorded  August  16,  1972  in  Book  541,  page  298,  records  of  said  Flathead 
County,  Montana. 

The  tract  of  land  to  be  conveyed  contains  an  area  of  1.305  acres,  more  or  less. 


[  G5  1 


EXHIBIT    NO.  31 


EXCZPilNC  AND  ItESEDVINO,  hawtnr,  ill  nj,  oil.  end  minertli  (invol  uti  otiur  ntd  bulldiag  matariali  occptcd)  baonth  tha  lor- 
rac*  of  the  •bove-dncrlbcd  uid  conveyed  premlin,  together  with  the  right  to  titract  the  nme,  provided  that  lo  the  eierclie  o(  (uch  right  tho 
nuftco  tbcteuf  ihall  not  b«  dllturbod.  Interfered  with,  or  lo  anywise  damaged. 

FURTHER  EXCEPTING  AND  RESERVING  unto  the  grantori,  their  lucceiaon  and  aailgni  all  water,  water  righti,  dilchei.  caiutl,  Irrigation 
•yalanu,  editing  or  ai  relocated,  if  any,  including  but  not  limited  to,  water  alock  or  >hare>,  bondj,  certiflcatea,  contracts  and  any  and  all  other 
indlda  of  water,  water  right  and  ditch  ownenhip,  or  any  interest  therein  appurtaiant  to  tM  laud  described  therein,  save  and  eicept  ground 
water  for  the  use,  benefit  and  purposes  of  the  grantee. 

TO  HAVE  AND  TO  HOLD  the  above  described  and  conveyed  premlsea,  with  all  the  revenions,  lODialiidera,  teoemeDts,  hecaditamests  ud 
'  tpiiartenancM  thereto,  unto  the  STATE  OF  MONTANA,  and  to  its  suctesaon  and  assigns  forever.  i 

And  the  undersigned  hereby  covenant  that  will  forever  WARRANT  and  DEFEND  all  right,  title  and  Interest  In  and  ' 

to  the  said  premises  and  the  quiet  and  peaceable  possession  thereof,  unto  the  STATE   OF  MONTANA,  its   successors   and  assigns,   against  all 
acta  and  deeds  of  the  underaigned,  and  all  and  every  person  or  persons  whomsoever  lawfully  claiming  or  to  claim  the  same, 

IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF  the  undersigned  ha  executed  these  premises  the  day  and  year  first  above 
written. 


t'^^... 


■<3*zr*^.. 


Us 


STATE  OF. .**.°?.*^.*?.*.., 

County  of M1.9.8.0.«.l.ft 

On  this 21at -day  of  ..^.P^.f  ^ A,  D.  19..7.5...,  before  me JUeS.ter  .^....Swisher. 

a  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  State  of .„°?...?."?. personally  appeared 

_      ^Charles  Hlgson 


"^  /-" 


known  to  me  to  be  the  person wl-jse  name .4.? subscribed  to  the  within  instrument  and  ack- 
nowledged to  me  that i...n6:._ ....executed  the  same.-  .     ■ 

IN  WITNESS  \yHEREOF,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  Notarial  Seal  the  day  and 
year  in  this  certificate  first  above  written.  . »  .        , .  i  //  /' 


:•••  '  Notarial  Seal 


c;     .  Notary  Public  for  the.  State  of 

.UiPM '  :  r  fcr  ■' 


J   w      Residing  at....„ l.......\.4;i.si.;;t,i:..}i..;;,v.i.:^j;,»,.;.U>.i'..;ii _ 

'•     'My;  Commission  eJ^rgg?.?);:?'°!l.H::i^^:^.!!£5:;:^£.C^:.^']j^ 


STATE  OF _ _ - 1 

■*■  '     ■  ■     ■  [•ss. 

Comity  'of. ,....,...:.........'. ,.i .'. .._  J    .         -  .  - 

On  this .day  of. '. A;  D.  19...„...,  before  me.. 

a  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  State  of....„ _ _ 


..,  personally  appeared 


known  to  me  to  be  the  person. whose  name. subscribed  to  the  within  instrument  and  ack- 
nowledged to  me  that executed  the  same. 

IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  Notarial  Seal  the  day  and 
year  in  this  certificate  first  above  written. 


Notarial  Seal 


Notary  Public  for  the  State  of.. 

Residing  at 

My  C<nnmission  eipires..„_ 
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STATE   HIGHWAY   COMMISSION   OF   MONTANA 

RIGHT  OF  WAY  DIVISION    mw 


PROIECTi     F  100   (9)    P.E. 
PARCEL!     Tract  3-0 


•••'*  COUWKOF  PIATHEAD 

QUIT  CLAIM  DEED 

THIS  INDENTURE,  mad©  this      3rd        day  of      June,  1975     /P^'^^^^^cMlBMl^SFPofSfe^^*""^ 
nun  of  ONE  D0U:AR($  1.00)  and  other  good  and  valuable  consixieration 


lawful  money  of  the  United  States  to        her 


In  hand  paid  by  the  STATE  OF  MONTANA, 


the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  WITNESSETH  THAT, 

DIAN  FERN  HIGSON 

a  woman 

of  Columbia  Falls,  Montana 


do  es   hereby  REMISE,  RELEASE  and  FOREVER  QUITCLAIM  unto  the  STATE  OF  MONTANA  for  the 
benefit  and  use  of  its  State  Highway  Commission,  the  following  described  real  property .  to-wlt: 

A  tract  of  land  in  the  SEtoE^t  of  Section  8,  Township  30  North,  Range  20  West, 
H*P*M«,  Flathead  County,  Montana,  more  particularly  described  by  metes  and 
bounds  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  point  70  feet  North  of  the  northeast  comer  of  Block  113  of  the 
Second  Addition  to  the  Town  of  Columbia  Falls,  according  to  the  official  plat 
-3  thereof,  on  file  and  of  record  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  and  Recorder  of  said 
"county,  thence  North  a  distance  of  250  feet;  thence  West,  262  feet;  thence  South 
250  fe%ti  thence  East,  262  feet  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Excepting- there f rem,  that  portion  conveyed  to  the  State  of  Montana  for  road 
purposes,  recorded  August  16,  1972  in  Book  541,  page  298,  records  of  said  Flathead 
County^  .Montana. 


..The  tract  of  land  to  be  conveyed  contains  an 


of  1.305  acres,  more  or  less. 
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EXHIBIT    NO.  32 


And  lhl»  Indsniur*  hitlhej  wlln*ii«lh:  That  Ih*  Grantor ,  tor  and  In  conglderation  alornald,  ond  lor  Ih*  lurlhor  eonildorollon  ot  lh» 

•um  ot  ONE  DOLLAR  (11.00),  th»  rtnlpt  of  which  ll  haraby  acknowUdg«d.  do h«r>by  proloj.  ond  at:linowl«dij«  thai  It  li  lh«  Intention  ol 

Oil*  Indontur*  to  convey,  and  tho  Hid  Qrtinlor do ha:*by  convey,  not  only  all  pttisnt  eitpto.  rlqhl,  titia,  Intoratt  ond  clalmi  what- 

•oovor,  at  law  or  In  »qulty,  but  aluo  any,  (vary  and  all  right,  Utl*  and  Intaraul  which  may  or  >haU  be  olt.r  acqulrod  by  lb*  told  Grantor , 

hain  and  aialgni,  through  and  by  oparatlon  ol  low,  or  la  ovoiy  and  ony  othar  woy  ocqutrad. 

EXITEPTINO  AND  RnjEBVINQ,  howaver,  all  gal  and  oil,  beneath  tho  lurlaca  ol  Iha  abovs-daicrlbod  and  convayed  premltos,  togothor 
with  Iha  right  to  extract  tha  tama,  provided  that  In  tha  eierctia  ol  auch  right  tha  auxlaca  tharaol  ihall  not  ba  dUturbod,  Intarlared  with 
or  In  anywl&a  damcgi-d. 

rURTHES  EXCEPTING  AND  RESERVING  unto  tha  grantori,  thalr  auccoiaori  and  aulgna  all  water,  woler  rlghla,  ditches,  eanala,  Irrlgallo^t' 
•yalann,  ailatlng  or  as  rolocalad,  U  any,  Including  but  not  United  to,  water  slock  or  ehoies.  bonds,  certUicolas,  contracts  and  any  and  o^B 
other  indicia  ol  water,  water  right  and  ditch  ownership,  or  any  Interest  therein,  appurtenant  to  the  land  described  herein.  ^B 

TO  HAVE  AND  TO  HOLD  the  above  described  and  conveyed  premises,  with  all  the  reversions,  remolnders,  tenements,  hereditaments  and 
oppurlaaances  thereto,  unto  the  STATE  OF  MONTANA,  ond  to  Us  successors  and  assigns  lorevar. 


r 


IN  WITNESS  AA'HEREOF  the  untdersltjiied  ha  s 
above/Written. 


bove/writton. 


executed  these  premises  the  day  and  year  first 


i2=t£-.' 


STATE  OF_ 
County  of 


MONTANA 


\ 


Flathead. 


.) 


On  this-lrd day  of -JUOfi- 


_A.  D.  19_?.5._ ,  before  me L.   E.   Swisher 


a  Notary  Public  In  and  for  the  State  of Montana 


_,  personally  appeared 


known  to  me  to  be  the  person whose  name ISL 

odmowledged  to  me  that ?!}? 


-Subscribed  to  the  within  Instrtiment  and 
executed  the  some. 


^^vi.v  .-.■  IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  I  have  hereunto  set, my.  hand  and^offlxed  my  Notarial  ^1  ,tho  day  and 
■C^V  ^  ysor  In  this  certllloate  first  above  written.  ~ 


Z;^^'^"'-^-:^; 

?  <^*.  \   '^ "—  -' Noldrial  Seal 
■,    •••.':.    -STAJIpOF^ —  •-'•■■ -i^j,; — I- 


Resldlng  at- 


'    NOTARY  PUBLIC  for  the  Stale  of  Mont; 
-Resldiitijiit-MissotilarMpntana 


J  ,;.;  c 


My  CommlsAjn  oTplr^fl  ^^  Commission  Expires  Novembj^-q,  1976 


Ck>unty  oL 


5^^' 


On  this.. 


-day  oL- 


A.  D.  19 ,  betoo  me 


a  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  State  of— 


-,  personally  appeared 


known  to  me  to  be  the  person whose  name.. 

acknov/ledged  to  me  that 


-^subscribed  to  the  within  Instrument  and 
executed  the  some. 


IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  Notarial  Seal  the  d<3y  and 
year  in  this  certificate  first  cdx>ve  written. 


Notarial  SeaL 


Notary  Ptafallc  for  the  State  oL 
Residing  at 


My  Comaiisaion  expires.. 
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